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A VVord to Purpoſe, 


OR 


(1) 


ir 


A Parthian Dart, ſhot back to 1652, and from thence 
ſhot back again to 1649, &c, 


I, Whether the men met together in the Houſe at VVellminfer, 
where uſually the Commons ſate, be at this day a lawfull Par. 
liament, according to the Fundamental laws of this Nation, 
to bind the people to obey their Command;? 


; The Grounds of my Scruple are theſe. 


aery I. 
I, Dnictivg the Power 46 a derivative from the Peo- 
ple originally, either by Requeſt and Ele&ion _ 
Tenr, or Agreement and Conſent ſubſequerr, which is 
all one; and thereby a Supremacy of Power 15 lodged 
and fixed ſomewhere in one or more Perſons, who hath in 
him or them the Appointment of a ſeaſon for rhe Commons 
to elect their Repreſentatives, and ſend them up to Conſulr 
accqgding to our long continued Laws.( though the Commons 
Repreſentatives were not in former times known, but by the 


. Notion of Petitioners ) with the other two ERates ; their Au-- 
.thotity and V Varcant which they receive from the people, is 


not expreſſed but implyed, with this difference; their gene- 


. ral Au hority is expreſſed indeed, which anſwers the VV rit of 
Summons to Conſult, &c. 1 ſay expreſſed , becauſe by their 


actions in EleRing, according to the VVrit, they expreſſe them- 


; Telves : Burt the Authority in law or implyed, is this ; 


Firſt, To make Laws fot the good of the People, 
S:condly, According tothe ancient cuſtome. Os: 
AS * 1,0t 
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(2) 
1:-Of this Realm) that 1s, not to make laws toundo the Peo- 
plz, nor to make lays.to deſtroy the People, not to make laws 
ro perpetuate h2avy burthzns upon the People, 

2, According to. the Antigne cil}oms of this Realm, thatis,to 
joyn wich rhei- Fellowes, not to grow peremprory and ſaucy, 
and R2b2llious aginlt their Supertours 1n Honour and Dignity, 
thought that tim2 equal onely with themſelves in Power, not 
to violate the known and antiently renewed Privileges, which 
2z8y of the other Eſtates hath bzen long endowed with ; and 
thic by the conſent of their-Maſters thar ſent rhem thicher, 
not toenſorce their Fellows to conſent to an AQ againit Rea- 
ſon, againl{t rh2ir own Truſts, againſt rhe Obedience rhar the 
have bound themſelves to by Oath, and thar all, ſo that EleQed 
"them, are alſo bound by Oath roo with many others ; which if 
they do: they forfeit th2ir Truſts. Now to'prove their implyed 
Commiſſion runs in this channel, I Tay, Farſi, all Parliaments ever 
went according to theſe rvles, which is Argument enough : Our 
Laws and Lib2rcies ( which people prate of and miſtake ) have no 
other Authority *hzn the common and conſtant cuſtome of the 

men of this Nation. 

_ Secondly, Is 1t not again ſenſe and reaſon » that men 
ſhould give others a Power to Undo , Deſtroy, or Opprefſe 
"themſelves > And can it be imagined that' when the King ſends 
his VVrics out for ſummoning of a Parliament, conſilting of 
Lords and Commons, according to the Antient Uſage of this 
Realm, and the P-ople ſending thait Repreſentatives accor- 
divgly to adviſe wi:h thz other Eftates; but rhat the People 
intended they ſhould proceed -according to thz antient Rules 
and Preſcriprs of Government, to acknowledge the Supre- 
macy of the ſingle Perſon, inveſted abſolurely without any 
Power of Revocation, with ſeveral Prerogatives and Immuni- 
Li2s befitting, neceſſary and of abſol» re Importfor rhe Gran- 
d2ur, Honour and Serenicy of his Perſon, with Power in'a mo- 
derare meaſure for diſchirging his Place, in putting in execu- 
tion of Laws in intervals; alſo ro acknowledge the decent 
precedency of the other Eftate, differenced onely from them in 
th point of Honour, and lovingly, teligioully and faithfully ro 
joyn with them i1 e{tabliſhing Laws, for the mutual good ' one 
of anothzr, and all th2 ret whoſe Truts they execute, Can 

S.. ic q 


| (3) 
A ic be imagined that the People intended, when they ſent their 
Repreſentatives up to London , at the beginning of the Long 
' Parliament z that. they or one & chem did or durft think of 
curning out the Houſe of Lords z equal co themſelves in law- 
ful Power ? Of curbing our one half of cthemfelves, equalto 
themſelves ? cf Depoling the King, to whom all had iworn 
Allegiance 2 befides ofa multitude of more ipfeciour hideous 
ations; I am confilenr, no ſuch thing was thorght ( yet as to 
the Biſhops, I do not affirm ſo mach , nor do I coupt that aR, 
being done by the three Eſtates any more than the excluding 
Abbors and Priors ))chen if theſe things was not thought of; 
certainly Authority to do ſuch things were never given by the 
Pcoplez then it follows, that if the Repreſentatives do exceed 
their.Commiſſions , and procced contrary to the rules before 
- mentioned, it is not obligatory; now I intend they e xceed their 
Commaillions ; when they a& any-thing contrary to Reaſon , 
Religion, the Peace of the Nation, th: Fundamentals of jectled 
governments or impoſſible ; ſome of all which , though en- 
acted by the three Eſtates, the learned in the Law knows bind - 
not ; And indeed I am of opinion, and maby more » therefore 
ſhall not go about to prove ir, That the Houle of Commons at 
firt lawfully Aſſembled, did after 1642, obtrnde all theſe in- 
 congruities, Abſurdities, Cheats and Villanies upon the Peos- 
ple of this Nation, and fo forfeited their Authorities. Bur 
admict ivg that my Baylift whom I imployed co mannage my 
efiate for me, vill fall out with ſome thac I have dealing with, 
and without my warrant ſue, bring to tryal and recover ( per 
. fas vel nefas ( omething for me ,. under colour all this white of 
my Authority, and in my name , and further cakes our exe» 
cution, and poſſefſes himſelf of the other mans goods, and pre- 
rends for my uſe, yet keeps them to his own ; and fayes all 
this is by my Warrant, when incruth I was againſt ic: And 
adraittivg all this to be lawful, and that my VYarrant juliies 
alihe hath done; yetif I die , my Books tell me the VVatrant 
* 13 determined as tothe executory part of ir. Now I conceive, 
_ the death of th: King, determined, what pretence the Loog 
- Pailizment could pothbly have to aR as a-Parliamevt ? tor bis 
- death derermines all Commillions, all V Vrics derived trom him 
' to holdat YVill; ſothac the very VVrit whereby they were 
4 & ſummoned 
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notied is by his death determined ard of no force ; then the 

perſtruure muſt fa'l ; beſides ( which is a great, argumenc 

ich many ) who ever knew a Parliament, a Committee, or 0- 
22r like inferiour Commitſionared 'Courr, ro hold after the 
death or determfnation of him or them under whom they derive 
their Power? and if th: A& of 'perpetuating themſelves be 
thrown in my Diſh, Vie throw that into the houſe of office, uſing 
ic as othzr waſte paper, : 

For firit,.I hold thit AR void in its' Creation, and yet ſhaſl 
not hinc thar ſecret force that made it an AR; but as I ſaid 
vefore : As againſt Reaſon and thz Fundamentals of that 
Government , which impowers then to a&, are void ; and 
cherefore if the three Eſtates hid Ena&ed thar there is no King 
or Houſe of Lords in theſe three Nations, this had been void, 
and a contradi&tion, that that A ſhould take away the Power 
chat made it an Act, when is molt certain, thar if that be an 
Act, the King is a King, and fo they are relata, So of Acts © 
21in} Reiſor, that ſhould ena&'thar there ſhould be no Kirg 
in England, &c.. after ſuch a day ; 'thjs though ſigned by the 
three Eſtates 1s void ; for alteration of Government was ne- 
v.r in thzir Commiſhon unlefle expreſſed, which had it ben» 
it would have been Treaſon. Impoſſible As, your own feeble 
ſenſe will rell you, are void, and you need not to lee the Com- 
ment by Cock upon 35 E. 1. which A& would have had rhe 
common Seal of the Orders of Ciftercians, &c, tobeinthe cu* 
tody of the Prior, and of the four of the diſcreeteſt of the 
: Zovent, ſealed up with the Privy Seal of the Abbot ; and if any 
 Writivg ſhculd be ſealed with any orher ſeal than with rhe ſaid 
common Seal, ſo { as is aforeſai1 ) kept in cuſtody, it ſhould be 
void ; Now obſerve, if it be kepr in cuſtody under the Seal 
of th? Abbor, then no Writing can be ſealed by the Abbor, 
and if the Abbor takes rt our and ſeales, &c, then, &c. not kept: 
in cuſtody under his Privy Seal, this you may ſee in the printed 
Book, and is called de Aſportatu religioſorum, I pray mind it, 
there is Food matter to be learned from thence : Now to Ap- 
ply theſe things, I conceive, an A of Parliament to - 
ruate themſzlves a Parliament, is as abſurd, as'to — that 
there never ſhould be a Parliament again: I knov the lg will 
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be noted void by the Keeper of che Libetiies, add donb-lefs 
i.'s void as againſt cheir Commiſſions. And cherefore it I tare 
7 [00g 24 1, N, (ball think fic, and Þ N. ſayes he 
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tween the parties-., .. E ANCE NPE, 
But admiring thac alſo the at good, yet As muſt be con- 
d accordidh, to the incent of the Maker, a certain rule : 
ow we well know, and ſo he: on, and thoſe unruly Members 
know £00 , chat.the intent of tlie Makers on no lides was that 
the Parliament ſhould continue for ever ; nor thar- it ſbonld 
pot cealc by a legal determinMtion,ſuch as is the Kings death, - 
bur only thac. the Kipg ſhould not break them up cill they had 
eaſed the grievances of the people ,. and that they mighr fir a 
convenient time for doing the ſervice ot the Connery , chis is 
the tre meaning of it, you know well enough, and this agrees 
with the right interpretation of orher Acts of Parliament. 

Bur a{micting-that alſo, yer me thipks the Excluſion of halt 
of ſelves; (hid hogely abate the legality of.thcir power, 
and infringe the privileges and native Ds of, the People, 
who ſhould fit. in Parliament. by their Repreſentatives , bur 
that's a ſmall one, I paſle it over. ' 

Bur further , I have heard that a Parliament diſcontinued is 
diflolveJ; which was the qpinion of. Chief Juſtice Ref: and 
Juſlice Asks , two mer as indulgent to the defignes of the 
Keepers of our Liberties from us, as they can find onr [again : 
and chis they declared in Captain Streaters Caſe , one of your 
own diſciples:.Then your AfJembly being nor adjourned is 
diſcontinued and fo diflolved. 

Juſt now, I fancy ſome may obje; a Force. in that caſe, doe 
ſo and I'ie Anſwer ic ; buc in the mean time, if it were a force, 
and chat Ailembly a Parliament, it was Treaſon; and I will 
ne ver believe it tobe a Force, tulll ſee fome of the Offenders 
hanged ; and if that ſhonld cometo paſſe, it. wou!d go hard 
with moſt of choſe that called chem together agaio, | 

Bur admircing all this, yer there. is one thing more that makes 
me_ Queric; And char is this: Generally and regularly,the King 
bach:Power to Diiiolve; and when the King is-raken away.thet 


(9). 


Power devolves oy the People this I ſnppoſe muſt be erare 


ted; elſe let the 
ipſo fatto, atthe ſame inſtant made themſelves an everlaſting 
Parliament, wichour the help of a ſpecions AR ; then ad- 
mitting that che King'was bound by that AA, as ſub modo, 
I agree he was: Now the Kivg is taken away , whois now 
bound by it ? the Keepers of the Liberties,@c. That's no ſenſe, 
that the Keepers ſhould be bound nor to _— the Keepers, 
withour the conſent of the Keepers, and they afe de fafto, now 
the only Succeſſion of the King; then ir falls our now chat A& 
is void , then hath no body power to Diſfolve; Yes, the Soul- 
diers, probatam eft : But TI mean lawful Power ? Yes,thePeo- 
ple : And therefore I liken ic ro this Cale. : 

I. enfeoff /. S. in Fee of certain Lands-, upon condition har 
he ſhall pay a certain ſumo money yeatly to {, N. And he 
doth not pay,who thall take advantage ofthe Condition? 7.N. 
cannor, the law diſables him; for none can'rake advantage of 
a Condition bur he from whom the eſtate moves : then 1: fol- 
lows that /, S. mu if any : and ſo he may by law,though there 
be no clauſe of reentry by him for condition Broken, This is 


our caſe , the people choſe their repreſentatives, and_gave 


them a Commiſſion before remembred, bar_with a condition 
annexed thereto, that the King ſhould take advantage of ic 
npon occaſion , Now know that the King is not # ſiranger as 
I. N. is in the former cale, but he joyning by his Wric with che 
people, is become as party tothe deed, and ſ@ may have a con- 
dition reſerved to hint; beſides the caſes will thus differ, thac 
antient Common- Law of England ( older than Commons fit- 
ting in Parliament ) hath endowed the Kivg cherewich, Bur 
our Keepers made that impoſſhble ro be done by ro. Law, 
which th:Law made Impoflible co be done-in cafe of FN, So 
that they that gave the Authority muſt countermand and re- 
ſume ir again, ifthey can, they may certainly, for no Aut ho- 
rity whatſoever, bur is "conntermandable. Now what ifthe 
peo ple have conntermanded this Atthority , and thar by the 
conſent of themſelves or moſt of them ? One would think this 
wonld make ic'cleat = then lets conſider » There is a Counter« 
mand exprefſe;atd a Countermand inlew or implyed: Now by 
both theſe, the people have Conntermanded their AGE: 


ommons cur off their King) and they have 
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Firſt, Expteſſely, then know an expreſs covntermand, is ei- 
ther per «l;#m or per ſe, cither in perſon, or by others; anda 
countermand by others is either by command precedent, or 
agree ens and all theſe as firm in law one as the 
other; and chat which makes for our purpoſe is-no more, bur this 
caſe - I reenter for condition broken by another, or another reen- 
ters in his own name, and1 agree to ir, this may be done by law. 

Now then O/rver Cromwell pulled thoſe whiplters our by the 
ears,(anddid them nowrong, ſay ſome, for he might as well curn 
chemi our; -as they turn him out, that had betrer righr, and 
he: might-as we!l Govern asthey , having as good Authority 
and better, comnung neerer the old model bar ler this AR be 
Lawfull or nat lawfull (and fome ſay no publick AR this ſixteen 
years hath been lawfull) yer if he haththe agreement ſubſequent 
ofthe People toir, that makes ir doubtlefſe lawfull- And that . 
agreementis yery obvious, | | ; 

Firſt, The Sainrs agreed:to ic, thatis to fay , the Army, ask 
Lambert elſe , next the godly party in the-Country agreed to 
It ,as appears by cheir ſpeedy ſcudding up to Weſtminfter into 
the ſrme place and confirmed it over and over , next all the 
penple ofthe chree Nations agreed toit, inchoofing anew Re- 
p;eſentarive to Congratulate Oliver , for the good fervice; and 
to give him ſome handſome pratuicy for his pains , which accor- | 
dingly was-done, and thit more then once , and wich great 
ſolemnity 5 awd 'nor only 'to him ,' brit"ro his Son, and that 
with as <reac folemnity 41d as unanimoiiſly as ever any Prince. 
could beenthroned: And it 1 may fpeak the ſenſe of all char . 
ever I came neer Gnee thar- time, I neverheard oneman ſpeak . 
concerming ir, 'brr heartily rejoyced , that the yoak was taken - 
off cheic necks; + [Bitiagiin ;! let the degnes- of Oliver be whar 
they wonld, yer rhe peoples' chnling few *Repreſemratives, as 
oft, {as 0:cafion. was 6ffered ;- is clearly - ah implyed counter- 
mand of the Commithon of rhe former ; for two fort of men 
capnat be commulſtonared ſeyerally ro- do rhe ſame thir.g, bur 
the | firſt are conmermarided by -the' laft!, if they be councer- 
mandable; and rhe; faſt ate void; if the other be not cotmrer-= 


mandablc : Now all cÞefe feveral ' Fu tf Repreſentatives 
| F, were 


IS 

wzre to doe the ſame thing, that is, to tranſact the greatA- 
fai e3of the Nation,whichAnthocity 13 countermandable,dcaw 
h2nce the Concluhon &c. | 

And further Irs evidenc the Army agceed to to all this,and ſo 
dil a great many of thoſe few that meet now in the Paclia- 
ment houſe, who fate more than once in the ſame place they 
nv ſitin, by vi. tne of the p2oples nzw choice;which ſome, 
'1fnac ail, made, .concrived an:;{ concended for; and after made 
Luvs to conicm the thewProreRor, which doubcleſſe ſhews 
plainly, chat th2y took the former long Aflembly to be deer. 
mind; and by their aQings, are by Law eſtopped and conclu- 
ded , To ay otherwiſe, like to this caſe in Lavy;, Leſlee for 
many years by a good Leaſe accepts from his Leſſor a void 
Leaſe: rhac is, 4 turrender and determination of his former 
£091 Leaſe; for by his acceptance, he harch admicred the Le(- 
ſor to have a pawer to make another Contrat, which muſt 
wo-k a {urrender ofhis former, otherwiſe there could be no 
n2w contract : $0 it is here; which Note, | 

$2 nov the grounds of my ſcruple being theſe, Thar irs con- 
cewed generally, thar che long Parliament forfeiced rheic 
Truſts and Authorictes, by going beyond their Commiſſions, 
nwithtanding che AR of not Difſolving, &c. made by the 
rhree Eſtates : Oc elſe that they derermined by the death of 
the King > However their Power determined as to make Acts, 
Oc ele they determined by cheic diſcontinuance? or elſe by 
che Peoples reſcilingrheir Aurhocicy,and grancing ic ro others 
which they would not have dene, had they incended the ſame 
ſhould have continued : And had che AR of Ol:ver inDifſol- 
ving them nat bzen acceptable to the People, he had not ſar 


ſo ſure as he did. I muſtingenvouſly ſay, Icannac ſee(unleſs | 


I be further enlighrned, which I wiſh fone would endeavour) 
how chis preſent; meeting in the parliament: Houſe, ſhould 
amoync taa Parltament? | 


Bur miſtake me not, offer nat this to publike view ta | 
breed contentions, ſtirs and debates inthe Land; we are likes 


co have enovgh of chem belies { hug my mainend-is ro: have 
ſome ſatisfaction ; and chata qbing of fo great moment ro rhe 
p:ople may be ſercled and reſolved, and che conſciences of 

| | many 
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many quieted : For how can it be imagined, rhat the pzople 
ſhovld be obedient, when they doubt the grounds o” the ſvpreme 
Authotity ? And what compliance other then a piſſive ſubmiſh- 
on can be expeed, when an Uſurped, confuſed, unlimited, rvde 
and groundleſs power fnall obtrude themſelves vpon the Rights, 
Libermes , and Native p:tviledges of the people > Whena diſor- 
derly unaccountable and unwarrantable procedute is ſet on foot 
by a company unauthorized interiour ſpirits ? To whom, ſad ex- 
perience hath ditated, that no truſt or heed 1s to be given; be- 
cauſe, their wholz proceedings have been violent, their 
own judgements unſerled ,-rheir prerences hur prerences; their 
thonghrs conceirs, and their whole practiſe contradictions, But 
now on the other fide , can they fore us of hopes of a ſerrled 
Government, and ſome advantage to the publike by their chan- 
ges? They ſmall have my Vore to be once more incrufied : bur- 
$1ye me leave ro ofter onz Qyery more, 


whether as things now fland, it is likely we ſhould compaſs 
the deſigne of ſetting ap a Free State ? 


The grounds and.inducements to this query are theſe. 


Firſt, inreſpett of thoſe that aretodoith y greateſt. pretence : 
Secondly, Inreſpelt of thoſe that would as without anypretence. 
Thirdly, In reſpett of the thing it ſelf to be done. 


If, they that arerto do it, if any, muſt be che men mer- at 
| wr Parliament Houſe : Now as to them conſider how 
their Power ſtands ; for if it fall out, rhar they go on in an un- 
aurho. icative way,, What they do will not long ſtand > witneſs 
all chz unwarrantable Artemprs and AQ , thar have been at- 
retmpred or ated from the firlt Rebellion ; if.all or moſt have 
not been oppoſed., contradicted, and many nulled by afre: 
contrary actions >. Then, again conhider their ſpirits and rem- 
pers , are they. not diflatisfied , diſtaſied. and: difftetypered 
ſpirits, are they not fiery tongues onely , that is, are they not 
zealous without knowledge > When they thar fit ar the m—_ 
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of Government ſhould have cloven tongues alſo > that is knoy- 
lzdge to diſcern truth frem- errour .; and know that knowledge 
wichout zeal 1s. like a ſhip - wichour a ſayl, and. zeale withour 
knowledee, is like a w under ſaile withouc a Pilot - Alſo are 


0g qe . 
they not men t50 much biafled ro-priyate ,Intereſts> do they 


not call che Long Patliament-time a bleſſed time , becauſe 
' ſome of them could make ſhifr to bleſs chemſelves withabove 
eienty chouſand pounds per an. and the other withfair eſtares 3 
And is not this the deſigne of them to return willingly: til the 
refidue of the Land unſold be viz & medi brought into their 
own clutches ar leait good gratuities > ſee the hiltory of Indepen- 
dency. g 

Arethey men acquainted with a Free-ſiate, or underſtood the 
meaning thereof ? Or where could they learnit, vnleſs by ſore 
Jeſuits Inſinvation > 1'm1 confident theyHever found'a jor con- 
cerning ic inthe Houſe they fit in, and where they are defirous 
ro ſpend cheir dayes. 

Secondly in reſpe& of the men that would do ic wirhove 
any pretence whatſoever, that isthe Army, Now comlider , 
was ever along laſting Government eſtabliſhed by an Army? 
Was there ever any Religion in an Army > Can we think an 
Army, which hath for many years bvrthened, oppreſled, 
impoveriſhed and almolt ruined the p2ople , ſhorld ſer vp a 
Government, Eſpecially whileſt rhey chemſelves acknowledge 
a Power above them , or can a Parlizmenrt do it , when they 
know there is in truth apower above them 2 Can they both do 
it, when they can5otagree > Do the men in che Parliament- 
Hovſe ſignive any more than. the man rhat Rands upon the 
Clock in Weftminfter Abbey with the Hammer in his hand, and 
when the Iron wheels bid him firike, he firikes': Hath ic not 
been {o (ar the leaſt fince 164$,) berween the Army and Par- 
liament (2s ir is called;) durſt- they ever do any thing contrary 
tothe mind of the Army ? Yea they did, and were alwayes 
chidden, ſomerimes bearen for their paines. ' Dothe ſouldi- 
ers know whar they would have > Yes, Doney, Great eſtares, 
and nothing elſe ? Yes, monour, and would every ove . be ru- 
lersin chizf; ard wovld play . Level-coylte with the Govern- 
ment ,and ſo play the Fool or Knave with the people ? How 
1s it poſſible co imagine that fo many hor - ſpurs rhat tiand in 
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#uali Gradunne to.the other, (hoptd ever agree in a ſupremacy? 
Oliver we know was as hot as theſe, with as fairpretences, bur 
nothing would | ſerve but ans Ceſar, av; Nallds, and char 
would have done too; had he been as good as his promiſe ro hitn - 
that: was the next him in Power; and had he came in his room, 
a Free-ſtate had not been | dream'r. on', but we ſaw the dig- 
nity and honour was going in another Channel , no hope of 
comming-to us , which is intollerable : lers bring all even a- 


'gain, and chen may I come'in and be chief, if chis were the 


chonghrs of -bur one, it were pretty well; 'bur 1s not this che. 
rhoughts of many > great hopes of a Free-ftate : And cer- 
rainly 'rhe chief grounds of our confulions are, thar all would be 
Governours, and- the hearts of moſt, I meanof the men in 
Power , are - luffed with excellive pride, and can never ſob- 
je thersſelves tro any ſubordination \ or live as fubje&, andif 
all be Governors, there are po Governours,. like a baſtard rhar 
is filins populs is nullins filins, he that hath every one for hisFa- 
ther hat no Father at all. | 


Thirdly in reſpe& of the thing i ſelf which we muſt call aC onmoy- 
wealth or Free-State, 


. Free State > How Free >. What /, within the meaning of 

k. Magna Carta, C ap. 1, Libera pro liberata> Thats, that onr 
pofleſſions and ,goods ſhall be freed: from. all'unjuſt ; Taxattons 
and Oppreſſions , and a reftgucion made to us of. aur antient 
Rights and Liberties,and a freeing us from ſuch Impoſitions ad 
Services as have been, uſurped and. encroached upom us by.l- 
legall Power; which, 1s but; declaratory of the, common Laws 
of England? Or within Magna C art4 64p.,29. Where Freedamie 
and Liberties fgnifie patricular intereſt and Liberties, which 
they have or onght to haveeicher by lawfull grant or preſcri- 
ption ? Tpray lets have ſuch a Free-Stare, and 1'le ſay no 
more, bat thanks. Bur is it not meant a Free State, that every 
one ſhall be free ro do that which is good in his own eyes, or 
that every one ſhall be free todo what he hath power enough to 
do, or that every one ſhall be free in Hobſons choice, to take, 


enjoy, or have what the Army will ſuffer us to take, enjoy, Or 


(14) . 
hare, or nothing > or Free io paying the ſouldiers, ot Free to de 


What the Army would have us, Let che people think of this, 

| Butif chey meana.Governinent by:the peoples Repreſenra- 
rives onely, which is a Democracy, let themrell us ſo: why do 
not..the people chooſe them ? Whathave the:Army ra doto 
chooſe nyen to.make laws, fo bind me or my eſtate > What rell 
| they me tharthe people choſe thoſe men? Tis trve, bur.nor ro 

play ſuch-cricks as they have done: I rold you before, they had 
abuſed theic Authoricy, and it was caken away fom thern.. 

\ Bur think. of a Democracy rightly: otdered , That the: Kee- 
Pers, Fe, would have > bur ler them rake heed, for if theſe 
Monnluers once leave the houſe , they are like never to:come 
. there again : And as for the ſouldiers , lec.the people have their 

cholſe, andihey would chooſe. to have them hanged;: Beſides a 
a Democracy ſquares not. with the gems of this /people-; and 
while Harrinron (ſpeaking well of a Common-wealth m gene- 
ral) would fit and calculate it for our Horizon , becauſe x ſuits 
with orher Nations, he talks like an aſs ; for the Jaws of every 
. Nation are ſuired to the conſiiturion of the people: were it poſh- 
ble now toalter the Fundamencal polirive ancient Common Law 
- of this Nation, concerning men and rimes > Its impoſſible; how- 
ever eager Wolves may bark at the Moon : and irs as impoſſible 
to ſudne the Hearts of the people to anocher frame of Goyern= 
ment, to have ir concinue long, Alas! after the Kings death, 
the people, poor, bearen, tyred Parliament-ridden- wretches, 
'were concent to have any thing to bequier ; bur as ſoon as Ofrver 
ſepr' ip into the chair; ſee how willingly they conſpired with 
him 7 how chearefully they embraced him? Which was onely 
becauſe of rhe Government, andthe redugionof the an: icnt 
kriown Laws and fopremacy intothe'ancient Channel , for as 
for his perſon they deefined him a Trayrof:”' | 
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As for Oligarchy, a goverpment by a few, a Senate, by che 
Officers of the Army ; its ſo ſenſeleſle, Ile not think of ic 
But this Ile ſay, let chem that wiſh for Charts Stuart com- 
ming in again, make all they can for an Oligarchy; howe- 
ver a Democracy will do it: and let the Souldiers alone and 
be quier, For let them have a common Enemy, or any power te 
oppoſe, cheyle joyfi and be unanimous in ſuch a buſineſſe, But ler 
them reſt, and have nothing to do, and they'l make ſomething 
todo : Lerthem beidle hou be buſie; and ifghey can finde 


no buſineſs, theyle make fone, Give them noaccafion offighting 
with others, and my life for it, theyle fight with themſelves ; 
H com by theirowy, 


whewThirue: fall ot; hewſt men 


